
SANCTITY OF HUMAN LIFE SUNDAY  
January 19, 2025 

“Light and Life in the Darkness” 
 

THE WELCOME 
 

THE OPENING HYMN #802  “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” 

 

 

 

 
 

 

(please stand) 
 

THE INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and 

put on the armor of light.  Romans 13:12 

C:  God is Light, and in Him is no darkness at all.  1 John 1:5 

P: And this is the judgment: The Light has come into the world, and people loved the 
darkness rather than the Light because their works were evil.  John 3:19 

C:  You have set our iniquities before You,  
our secret sins in the light of Your presence.  Psalm 90:8 



 

P: If your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is 
darkness, how great is the darkness!  Matthew 6:23            

C: Because I have sinned against Him, I must endure the LORD's rage until He argues 
my case and establishes justice for me. He will bring me into the light; I will see His 
salvation.  Micah 7:9 

P: Who among you fears the Lord and obeys the voice of His servant? Let him who walks in 
darkness and has no light trust in the name of the Lord and rely on his God.  Isaiah 50:10 
Our Savior Christ Jesus has abolished death and brought life and immortality to light.  
2 Timothy 1:10  As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you 
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
(please be seated) 

 

THE INTROIT  Psalm 27:1-2, 5-6, 13-14 

P: The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?  
C:  The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?  
P: When evildoers assail me to eat up my flesh,  
C:  my adversaries and foes, it is they who stumble and fall.  
P: For He will hide me in His shelter in the day of trouble;  
C:  He will conceal me under the cover of His tent; He will lift me high upon a rock.  
P: And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me,  
C:  and I will offer in His tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing and make melody 

to the Lord.  
P: I believe that I shall look upon the goodness of the Lord 
C:  in the land of the living! 
P: Wait for the Lord; 
C:  be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord! 
  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

THE HYMN OF PRAISE #906  “O Day of Rest and Gladness”  

 

 

 

 
 

Text (sts. 1–2) and tune: Public domain 
Text (st. 3) and tune: © 1982 Charles P. Price; (st. 4): © 1985 The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB 

Hymn License no. 110001990 
 

THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY 
P: O God of all grace, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to bring life and immortality 

to light. We give You thanks that by His death He destroyed the power of death and by His 
resurrection He opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. Strengthen us in the 
confidence that because He lives, we shall live also, and that neither death nor life nor 
things present nor things to come will be able to separate us from Your love, which is in 
Christ Jesus, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C: Amen. 
(please be seated) 

 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING  Isaiah 9:2-7 (ESV) 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep 
darkness, on them has light shone. You have multiplied the nation; You have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before You as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, You have 
broken as on the day of Midian. For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every 



 

garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. For to us a Child is born, to us a Son 
is given; and the government shall be upon His shoulder, and His name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His 
government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over His kingdom, to 
establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and 
forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.  
 

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

THE EPISTLE  1 John 1:4-10 (CSB) 
We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. Now this is the message we have 
heard from Him and declare to you: God is Light, and there is absolutely no darkness in Him. If 
we say, "We have fellowship with Him," yet we walk in darkness, we are lying and are not 
practicing the truth. But if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship 
with one another, and the blood of Jesus, His Son, cleanses us from all sin. If we say, "We have 
no sin," we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is 
faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

(please stand) 
 

THE VERSE  (tune: Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee)                          

 Alleluia! Alleluia! Lord of power, Lord of love, 
 You give life and to redeem us Gave Your Son from heav’n above. 
 Send us now Your Holy Spirit. Strengthen faith; our life renew. 
 By the grace Your Word now gives us Help us love life as You do.  
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL  John 1:1-14 (ESV) 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 
the beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and without Him was not any thing 
made that was made. In Him was life, and the Life was the Light of men. The Light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name 
was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness about the Light, that all might believe through 
Him. He was not the Light, but came to bear witness about the Light. The true Light, which gives 
light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made 
through Him, yet the world did not know Him. He came to His own, and His own people did not 
receive Him. But to all who did receive Him, who believed in His Name, He gave the right to 
become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of 
man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth 
 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 



 

THE NICENE CREED 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 
visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, 
not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for 
us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit 
of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again 
with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by 
the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of 
the world to come. Amen. 

(please be seated) 

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY #849  “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001990 

Tune: Public domain 



 

THE SERMON  “Light and Life in the Darkness!”  Text: 1 John 1:4-10 
 

THE PRESENTATION OF OUR OFFERINGS  (#782.4) 

D Heav’nly Father, may our caring  Bear the imprint of Your grace; 
With the Son and Holy Spirit,  Praise be Yours in ev’ry place! 

 Lord, we pray that we, Your people  Who Your gifts unnumbered claim, 
Through the sharing of Your blessings  May bring glory to Your name. 

 

ext: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001990 

 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
(Each petition ends with the following response: “Let us pray to the Lord,” “Lord have mercy.”) 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
P:  As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He 

comes.  (1 Corinthians 11:26) 

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  (Revelation 22:20) 

P: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to 
drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed 
death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, 
and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 
pray: 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE PEACE 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 

(please be seated) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

THE DISTRIBUTION AND HYMNS     
#547  “The Lamb” 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: © 1987 and 1997 MorningStar Music Publishers.  
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001990 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
#641  “You Satisfy the Hungry Heart” 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: © 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia, admin. International Liturgy Publications.  

Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001990 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
#411  “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration.  

Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001990 
 

(please stand) 

THE DISMISSAL  
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and 

soul to life everlasting. Depart  in peace. 
C: Amen. 



 

 

THE POST COMMUNION COLLECT 
P: Let us pray. O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You 
have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your 
children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be 
enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

THE BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord lift up His countenance on you and  give you peace. 
C: Amen. 

 

(please be seated) 
 

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS 


